Worksheet: FUN WITH FOSSILS 
 
Introduction: Check your prior knowledge

Read the following statements and decide for each one whether it is true (T) or not (F).

Every living being becomes a fossil after death.							T/F
Paleontology is the study of fossils.  									T/F
Fossils are the remains of once-living organisms, fully or partially transformed into rock. 	T/F

During the experiment pay extra attention to the following details:
· Try to spot the difference between the prints of different patterns (shells).
· Don’t apply too much vaseline to the samples because you won’t see good imprint results!
· Don’t add all of the water at once, make sure you disperse it evenly!
· Have an adult help you "remove" the shells.

Procedure:
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1. Pour the plaster of Paris into a plastic container or into o plastic plate.
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2. Add water to the mixture to create a mud-like mixture.
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3. Dip in the sea shell and urchin samples (apply a little bit of vaseline on them before).

4. Sprinkle some sand (a pinch) over the “fossils“.
5. Wait until the “sea floor“ has hardened (~5 minutes).
6. Wipe off any “sedimentation“ left.
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7. Gently remove the sea shells/urchins.
8. Pop the plaster of Paris out of the container.

Let's check what we observed and learned!

1. With this experiment, we have simulated fossilisation. Match the appropriate ingredients with the objects/substances/processes that actually participate in fossilisation! 

plaster of Paris			fossils of organisms
sand/dirt				sediment            
urchins/sea shells			seafloor

2. Compare the imprints! 
2.1. How does the structure/appearance of the sample affect the appearance of the imprints? 														
2.2. Why did some samples make a better imprint than the others? 																		
3. How does fossilisation happen? 																							
4. Why don’t we all become fossils? 																							
Finally, some fun facts!
· [bookmark: _Hlk118699062]Fossilisation is actually very rare, but fossils have been found on every continent on the planet Earth.
· Feces (poo) fossils exist!
· Paleontologists are scientists who study fossils.
· The Pokemon game franchise has 26 fossil Pokemons, including their evolutions.
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