Worksheet: PUTTING THE PIECES OF HORSE EVOLUTION TOGETHER

Task 1. What do you think the ancestor of today's horse looked like? Draw. 

	




















Task 2. From the puzzle in front of you, assemble one ancestor of today's horse. 
What is the name of the ancestor of today's horse you see on the puzzles? Or have you assembled today's horse? 
[image: C:\Users\Korisnik\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\D09F238E.tmp] 
 
We put together: 						  

Task 3. Read a short text about the evolution of horses. Write in the table the data related to the ancestor of the horse or today's horse that you assembled from the puzzle. 
 
The evolution of the horse began 50 million years ago. Eohippus is the first known horse ancestor, it lived in a tropical environment like a jungle and fed on leaves, low bushes and trees. It was dog-sized, only 0,4 m tall and had 4 toes on the front feet and 3 toes on the hind feet. Mesohippus lived 35 million years ago in savannahs or in forests near rivers. It ate twigs and fruits. It had 3 toes on each foot and it was 0,6 m tall. Merychippus lived on plains of North America 10 million years ago and its diet consisted of grass and plants. It was 1 m tall and had 3 toes on each foot. Pliohippus was 1,25 m tall and had only one toe on each foot. It lived 5 million years ago on open plains like steppes and it fed on the grass of the plains that it inhabited. Today’s horse became widespread from central Asia to most of Europe. Its usual environment is semi-arid grasslands. It is approximately 1,47 m tall and has only one toe on each foot. Its diet is based on fiber, mainly grasses. 
 
	 
	Ancestor (enter the name): 

	Animal size 

	 

	Number of toes   

	 

	Habitat 

	 

	Diet 

	 


 
Task 4. Sort the ancestors of today's horse on the time scale according to their age. 
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